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Abstract

Mathematics is known as the mother of science. Whether we want to make any train,
submarine, warship or to send a rocket to space mathematics is needed everywhere. There
exist some simple mathematical errors in History which result in huge loss of money. Some
simple but costly mathematical errors are discussed here which could be avoided at the cost
of a little bit more seriousness from the makers’ side. For example, the Gulf War Scud Missile
Attack (25th February, 1991) resulted from an error in the software powering the clock of the
system. Spain’s S-80 Submarine Program incurred a huge financial loss as a decimal point
was put in the wrong spot during calculations. Vasa, a heavily armed, and large Sweden
warship was launched on 10th August 1628 and sank less than a mile from shore. This
accident was due to the difference between units of measurement (Amsterdam foot and
Swedish foot) used by different groups of builders. The Mars Climate Orbiter Crash (1999)
was due to a simple conversion error. In 2014, the State railway operator of France ordered
1,860 of high-speed trains from Alstom of France and Bombardier of Canada. Later they
discovered that the width of the trains should be reduced for 1,300 stations as 1,300 older
stations whose spaces around the tracks were narrower were skipped during calculations.
Thus, France’s Oversized Train Problem cost a loss of millions of euros. In December 2013,
The Amsterdam City Council’s €188 Million Housing Benefits Error occurred as the payment
software was programmed in cents and not in euros. People received €15,500 instead of €155
and, in one case, €34,000 instead of €340
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